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Comments on the proposed conservation of Limax fibratus Martyn, 1784 and 
Nerita hebraea Martyn, 1786 (currently Placostylus fibratus and Natica hebraea; 
Mollusca, Gastropoda) 

(Case 2641; see BZN 47: 12-18) 

(1) R. Tucker Abbott 

American Malacologists Inc., P.O. Box 2255, Melbourne, Florida 32902-2255 , US. A. 

I object to the conservation of Limax fibratus Martyn, 1784. Martyn’s names were 
ruled to be unavailable in Opinion 456 (March 1957), and the next available name is 
Bulimus bovinus Bruguiere, 1792. This has been used as B. bovinus by Bose (1802, 
p. 1 1 1), as Auricula bovina by Lamarck (1822, p. 134) and Deshayes (1838, p. 328), as 
Placostylus fibratus var. bovinus by Pilsbry (1904), and as P. bovinus by Zilch (1960, 
p. 497, where it is cited as the type species of the genus Placostylus Beck, 1837) and 
Abbott (1989, p. 102). 

I object to the Commission gradually chiseling away at valid names by the piecemeal 
conservation of unavailable Martyn and Chemnitz names. Martyn’s work was entirely 
hand-painted and was not published until Chenu’s 1 845 reprint. 

Additional references 

Abbott, R.T. 1989. Compendium of landshells. A color guide to more than 2,000 of the world’s 
terrestrial shells. 240 pp. American Malacologists Inc., Melbourne, Florida. 

Bose, L.A.G. 1802. Histoire naturelle des coquilles, vol. 4, 280 pp., 36 pis. Crapelet, Paris. In 
Buffon, G.L.L. de, Histoire naturelle de Buffon, classee... d’apres le systeme de Linne... par 
R.R. Castel... nouvelle edition. 

Chenu, J.C. 1 845. Le Conchyliologiste Universel ou figures des coquilles... par T. Martyn. Ouvrage 
revue. In Chenu, J.C., Bibliotheque Conchy liologique, ser. 1, vol. 2. vi, 32 pp., 56 pis. Franck, 
Paris. 

(2) Philippe Bouchet 

Museum National d' Histoire Naturelle, 55 rue de Buffon, Paris, France 

Dr Abbott’s objection (above) to the use of the name Limax fibratus Martyn, 1784 
does not introduce facts that I have not already stated in my application. 

I have given the reasons why I do not consider the name Bulimus bovinus Bruguiere, 
1792 to be applicable to a New Caledonian species of Placostylus Beck, 1837 (see 
BZN 47: 13, paras. 5, 6). These are that Bruguiere gives New Holland (= Australia) 
for the origin of his species, and that he refers to a figure published by Lister in 1770 
(and copied by Favanne in 1780), which was four years before the discovery of New 
Caledonia by Cook. 

Dr Abbott states that the name bovinus has been used and lists six references. I did 
not say that the name had not been used and my application refers to 13 uses of bovinus. 
I did not cite Abbott (1989) simply because Dr Abbott’s book was still in press when I 
submitted my application. Dr Abbott’s list does not add anything to the facts as I have 
already explained them (para. 5 of my application). 

Dr Abbott does not address the continuous confusion that has surrounded the name 
bovinus, used at times during the 1 9th century for a New Zealand species of Placostylus 
but never, except once by Abbott himself, as the name for a New Caledonian species. 
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If Umax fibratus Martyn, 1 784 is rejected the next available name is Voliita elongata 
Lightfoot, 1 786 (an objective synonym; see para. 4 of my application) and not Bulimus 
boviniis Bruguiere, 1792 (a questionable subjective synonym; see para. 6). 

I have carefully given evidence of the continuous usage, in the older and more 
recent literature, of the name fibratus Martyn, 1784 for a New Caledonian species of 
Placostyhis (para. 9). My application remains unaffected by Dr Abbott’s superficial 
comments. 

(3) Anthea Gentry 

Secretariat, International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature 

Dali (1907, p. 191) and Iredale (1921, p. 131) noted that copies of Martyn’s Universal 
Conchologist show variations in both the text and plates. For example, the name Nerita 
hebraea, which is also involved in Dr Bouchet’s application, appears as Nerita litteris 
Hebraicis notatus in the table (vol. 3, pi. 109) in some copies of the work, including that 
in the Natural History Museum, London. This is due to the specific name and descrip- 
tive phrase having been exchanged in two columns of text. The plates were engraved 
and then hand coloured; in his introduction to the work, Martyn (1784, vol. 1, p. 8) 
wrote The engraving will consist merely of a delicate outline, as a certain guide for the 
relative proportions of the parts: to this the utmost skill and labour of the painter will be 
added...’. The variability between copies of the work was noted in Opinion 456 (March 
1957) but the work was taken as published according to the then existing Rules of 
Nomenclature. In the background material to the Opinion it was noted that There is 
nothing in any one copy . . . that contradicts or is inconsistent with anything in any other 
copy’. The work was rejected by the Commission for nomenclatural purposes because 
the author did not apply the ‘principles of binominal nomenclature’. As mentioned in 
Dr Bouchet’s application, nine names for New Zealand mollusc species have pre- 
viously been made available from Martyn’s work and Opinion 456 invited specialists to 
apply for the ‘validation’ of further names. The present application seeks to make two 
additional names available by use of the Commission’s plenary powers. 

The engravings in Chenu’s 1 845 work, referred to in Dr Abbott’s comment, are black 
and white. Dali (1907, p. 185) referred to the work as a ‘so-called reprint... which turns 
out to.be entirely unreliable’, and (p. 191) ‘the discrepancies between the tables [in 
Martyn] and Chenu’s list are so great that it does not seem reasonable to refer them 
merely to carelessness’. Dali concluded that fit was from one of the altered copies [of 
Martyn] that Chenu’s badly printed list was taken, adding a number of errors of his 
own’. Iredale (1921, p. 131) also noted that there were discrepancies between the two 
works. 



Additional reference 

Iredale, T. 1921. Unpublished plates of T. Martyn, conchologist. Proceedings of the 
Malacological Society of London, 14 ( 4 ): 131-134. 

(4) Riccardo Giannuzzi-Savelli 

Societci Italiana di Malacologia, cjo Acquario Civico, Viale Gadio 2, 20121 Milan, 
Italy 



